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DATE OF INFO.  Apr 6T end earlier

PLACE & DATE ACQ.Vertientes, Camaguey/Apr 67 and earlier
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SOURCE

, L"fhis report was develo by a Marine Corps representative assigned to the =
© ~ office of preparation. . ' : ' B

- [Map reference: Sheet %579 I through IV and #4580 IT, AMS Series E~T23.7 .

“In November 1965 I was sent to a UMAP camp near Vertientes, Camsguey, where

I remained for sbout six months /camp coordinates 847573/. At that time this

..~ camp served as the hcme of the Fourth Coumpany, 29th Battalion, also referred
© to as MUN 2662, This battalion is one of five battalions which compose the

- "Vertientes Croup", ealso known as MUN 1943 and which is subordinate to UMAP

;- Division 1015 in Camaguey City. The five battalions making up the Vertientes:
" Group-ere mumbered 26 through 30. "I do not know the mititary unit mmbers

ng-' th:; o@her bati&alions within the Group. o _ _

Each of ‘these battalions is carpcsed of four mmbered l20-man campanies.
-Th_e ccu:pa.nies ‘are organized into three platoons of rfour lO-man squads led

‘by .a’ regula.r ermy corporal. An army sergeant commands each platoon and

1 first“lieutenants serve as campany ccumanders assisted by a second lieuten-

-an_tﬁand a political officer, - Each company has five additional army privates

:vhols‘érve as‘security guards. . These latter troops are srmed with Czech. M52 SRS B

ri:t’les, the ‘officers and NCO's carry P38 pistols. L RS

(8 "JD‘ .‘) < Ry 's-,.ui{-, SH

.o -.u- -._-r.

el designated to’ servs as cooks, clerks, supply men
an& xnedica.r ccrpsmen."’. Prior experience or the lack of .it has no: bearing on
Job assigments. Consequently, everyone suffers from poorly prepared food,

......

"'Con:msed administrative matters, supply, shorcages and insdequate medical cm; '.

i S @ ue, g Wty b

Each_;gunpa:w bas two semi-tra.ctcrs with _trailers used.to transport personnel
“to'work: ‘areas: " The battalicn has three GAZ~54 trucks; two of these vehicles
ere also used for. troop movements while the third is rederved for hauling
'supplies. . About "six ‘additional . -trucks are maintained by. Group He arters

mg-‘w'.h-",,,- .vsb R, ‘é z " _‘4.;.

5 .'_"-:. L.

' ‘v!a.jor (-en) Casi.llaswas formerly the’ comanding officer o% ivision 1015 but =~ ° |
S late in 1966 he Vas replaced by Captain Quintin del Pino,/ Captain del Pino
i " has two other captaina on his steff, Captain(Cuerra Hatos and Captain {Snau)

T & Sandino. Capigaig

- N = bW

Zagata is in charge off the V@r“it’n‘tes Group, MHe is
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- baixr, brown eyes.. Ceptain (fnu) Benitez-wesiin. thejierra Moestraend S5
“gives the impression of being a highly ‘trained’ ‘and” eﬁ'ic.ient pildtary man.

"' and the units ere moved periodically froam one cemp o another.. . A1l of the .
. UMAP camps have the same basic configurations. The, camps used by the Fourth
«- Company, -29th Battelion vhile I was & member were? " Santd:Susans jcocriinstes
1 937363/; 1a Vega f [coordinates 885ui0L/; LA’ vega
.headquarbere) coordinates 8853857 3, end Ia Union

PR N w» A
'.Ehe aa:L'ur routine :Ln ea.ch camp the same.w

--Btoppages “or for dlsobedience. Between 24 end 29 Jen 67. there were several
* disturbences and neer ricts in the 28th Battelion. . A1l of the troops from .
;- this battalion were sent to the Isle of Pines'es prisoners. . The 20th end

- 30th Battalipns were redesignatedthe] 28th and 29th respectively end a new

30th Battaelfonivas formed vith pew imates and a rew men froo each of the
. other 'battalions. T

Pnysicel description of Zepate: Csucasian, age 45, 5'6"; 170 1bs, tile

« He 18 elways mild mannered. FPnysical description of Benitez: Negro, ege™
34, 6', 170 1bs, black heir, dark eyes, wears a thick mustache, a.lwaa'a
wears sun glaases a.nd is e heavy ciga.r smoker. s

-'-

- The UMAP :anatea ere not pemitted to beccme too Lemi1TEF, vith amr one ares’

e 7 rr”

noma vhich ere- seldcm realized.”’

stea_dy mk -.r:.th Do) demerits: 5 pepEtia

Camp Santa ‘Susa.na 18" now being used as a discipline.ry campand.abou‘; 85 men’
ere confined there under heavy guard serving five-year sentences for.work.:'s

- 4-'-',!' "7.~ '-~.-- olreni e }- RO
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_ . While traveling th:oughout the area I obsema the locaticn of severa.‘!. other o
,j“. UMAP camps.’ The heedquarters and First and Second Companies of the 27th
" Bettalion were located at & camp known es Palmarito /[coordinates 995328/, -
. This camp was formerly a camp site of the 26th Bettalion. Another camp of
: the 27th Battelipn was located near Aguiler, Cameguey /comp coordinates

035287/. A UMAP cémp for females was located:in en erea known as EL Jeguay |
coordinates B841L1 This camp was called UFMAP (Unided Feminina Mili‘cnres

. Ayode de 1s Produccion). The femnle inmates, ebout {0 in mumber, formerly .
" were serving jail sentences in Nuevitas. ' This’ camp wog an experiment, the
‘- theory behind it was so that the GOC could benefit from the labor performed’
. by wamen priscners instead of having them spending their sentences behing
" berse The wamen were to be ewarded more privileges and & greater degree of

* 1iberty. Generally speaking, the experiment iz & failure since once the

women ere in the .cemp they are sble to find mnmerable excuses for not
workinge

]
Wt

A cemp for studer.xts is undexr constmcfion near Iagunn San Pelipe, Ceocnaguey

[coocrdinates 893617/. Four barrecks are being built at this site vhich are
darger then the stenderd UMAP barrackse This cemp 1g allegedly for students
fraa the eighth grede through college level who will spend 45 deys during
the vegetsble hervest secson working in the fields. 8Some of the older
students will cut cane. The students will attend clesses during the even-
‘ing hourse HRepcrtedly, all students eventurlly axre to spend e sumrer at

- simfler canpse There is a widespread rumor that children of Coammnist “arty

rernbers end high GCC offlicisls will 'be exerzpted roam such tasgks.

~end-

(vhich Vs the battaliod

stead.ﬂy ﬂithout ccmpla.i.ni.ng ere allowed to have ,visitors on ‘the thu-d Sun-‘:'%“

v*,
day of each month.:They are also allowed a-10-day,pass after gix.months of S

14

ik oosc-aesluole-ﬁ G

s &ssisted 'by Captein (@é Ennibez, the Group executive cﬁ‘icer. Captam

. Zepate 15 & steunch Cammunist Farty member and it is:said that he was - -:-
~trained .in the Soviet Union...He fought, in.:hhe,,S:Lem Maestra under Canilo
- Cienfuegos... He 18 a hard and unyielding men.who is’'very- serious m:l.nded. ey
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~ /This report was developed by a Marine Corps representative mssigned to the
. office of preparation, - ‘ : '

- [ﬁéprérerence' Sheet #4579 I through IV end #1580 IT, AMS Series 8-723_7

" In November 1965 I was sent to a UMAP cemp near Vertiemtes, Camaguey, where
.. -I remained for sbout six months [camp coordinates 847573/. At that time this
.- camp served as the hame of the Fourth Company, 29th Battalion, also referred
. to as MUN 2662. This battalion is one of five battalions which compose the
" "Vertientes Group", also known as MUN 1943 and which is subordinate to UMAP

* Group“are mumbered 26 through 30. "I do not know the militgry unit mmbers
fcoz-. Elﬁ ot;_her ba.tta.lions within the Group. )
SRy e EE T -

.Each ‘of “these battalions  is compoced of four mmbered l20-ma.n campanies.
j‘I'he ccmpanies ‘are organized into three platoons of rour 1l0-man squeds led

y.a regula.r axmy corpora.l. An _army sergeant commands each platoon and
,ust"*lieutena.nts serve as company ccmmanders assisted by a second lieuten- _
“ent and’ & political officer, - Each company has five additicnal army privates

i‘ﬂé’sf&tbe officers and NCO's ca.n-y P38 pistols. .

te
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¥>company :personnel.designated to’ serve as cooks, clerks, supply men’
and*medical - corpsmens’ Priar éxperience or the lack of. it has no beering om..
o_tl gs‘qigmentsr“‘Cmsequently, everyone suffers from poorly prepared food,
bn:t‘uqe_i ‘g_dxginistrative ‘matters;. supply, short.ages and inadequate medical care,.
Each’ dompany has ' two eemi-tractors “with trailers used to trensport personnel -

‘_‘_are a.lso ;used ror troop movements.while the third is rederved for hauling
supplies. ’Ab?m "’&ix _additional.»truck ‘are maintained by Group Head Earbers

Sl B ‘Ma,jor (*lb.) Casillaswas fcrmerly the camnandin officer o%vision 1015 but
_:‘ late in- 1966 he Was replaced by Captain Quintin del Pinoy/ Captain del Pino
3  has two’other ‘captains on his staff, Captain(Guerra WALOS and Captain (Pms)

T@sc_ Sandino. Ca,ptain'(ﬁ&} Zagata is in charge. off the Ver‘cientes Group. He is

3-056 D(A’fﬂ/(/ o :-’;’

-‘to‘work”area.s.'." ‘The bettalfon” has three GAZ~54 trucks; two of these vehicles e

- Division 1015 in Camaguey City. The five battalions making up the Vertientes. :

- N W oW

vhaﬂ's‘erve as*security guards. . .These latter troops are srmed with Czech. Msz e

om0




o essisted by Capfain (ﬁy& Beni tez, the Group executive cfficer. , Captai.n T'.‘
.. Zapate is a steunch Communist Party member and it is.said that he was: .
trained.in the Soviet Union. . He fought. in xhe,,SLem“Idaestra under Camila

13 * Clenfuegos. .. He' 1s & hard end unylelding men:who is:very:serious minded, :
! . Pnysicel description of Zspsta: Caucasien, age k5,.56",-1T0 1bs,:black !
i  heir, brown eyes.. Ceptain (fnu) Benitez:was'in:the Sierra Meestrajend
? T 'gives the 1mpresaion of being &' highly'tre.ined ‘and” etﬁc.ient militery m.
. He is elwaeys mild mennered. Puaysical description of Benitez: Negro, ege""

i
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34, 6', 170 1bs, black heir, dark eyes, wears & thick mustache, al\'ays
wears sun glaases and is & heavy ciga.r smoker. . - : o
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" - The UMAP inmstes ere not permitted to become too femi1IE¥. vith a.ny one ares
" end the unita are moved periodicslly fram one cemp to. enother.. . A1l of the -
UMAP cemps have the same basic configurations. The, cgn_xpe sused by the Fourth
< Compeny, -29th Battalion while I vas 8 member, were _Santa@usapa .{coordinstes
937363/; 1a Vega # [coordinates Basho],,m Vega ‘(whieh s -the battaliod
headqua.rb‘ers) coordinates 8853827 ' . 906k
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; .x,xom -e£,150.. arrobaa-
dau;fbutthe average cut permen ‘48’ aboutlsb ‘arrobas; > The -company hes &'}
quotes of TOO0 axrrcbas but. seldom cuts more: than 2000, errobas -8 'Ry Q,Hmve:.,
‘no penaa.ties are aasessed against the vorkers crr the,‘eompamr«aa 1Ong 8.8 +ispar

-

"-,Lvho 'worl;""

) steaiv vork' with na demerits. -

~~*""s‘.-..

Cemp Bents %us&na is now being used as 8 disciplinery cemp s
are confined there under heavy guard serving Iive-year Jentenees ror vork
‘stoppages “or for discbedience., Between 2k and 29 Jen 67.tliere were :several
disturbencee end near riots in the 28th Battalion. All of the troops from
.- this battalion were sent to the Isle of Pines &s prisoners.  The 29th end
- 30th Battalipns were redesignated the] 28th end 29th respectively end & new
©.. 30th Battalioniwas formed with new " inmates and 8 few men from each of .the
~  other 'bettaliona. ) :

",v L

While ‘traveling throughout the area I observed the loeaticn of severa.l other

UMAP camps. The hesdquarters end First and Second Companies of the 27th ‘
Battelion were located et & ceamp known as Palmarito /coordinetes 9953287,
< This camp was formerly a camp site of the 26th Bettalion. Another cemp of
S .. . the 2Tth Battelirn was located near Aguilar, Cameguey [camp coordinates ;
cn ot 035287« A UMAP cemp for females was located:dn an erea known as El Jaguey'
R coordinates 84141 This camp was called UFMAP (Unided Feminina Militares
. Ayude de la Produccion). The female inmates, sbout [0 in mumber, formerly .

were serving Jail sentences in Nuevitas, This camp was an experiment, the

;. theory behind it was so that the GOC could benefit from the labor performed '

.. by women prisoners instead of having them spending their sentences behind 7/
bars. The women were to be swarded more privileges and a greater degree of 3 .
liberty. GCenerally speaking, the experiment 1s & failure since once the Y
wanen exe in the .cemp they are eble to find innumerahle excuses for not K
working. !
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* Q¢ A camp for students is under construetion near Iaguna 8an Felipe, Camaguey
- [coordinates 893617/. Four barrecks are being built at this site which are -
larger than the stendard UMAP barracks. This cemp is allegedly for students
. from the eighth grede through college level who will spend US days during
the vegetsble harvest season working in the fields. 8Some of the older
students will cut cane. The students will etténd clasges during the even-
ing hours. Reportedly, all students eventuslly are to spend a summer at
- similer campse There is a widespread rumor that children of Cammunist 'Party.
members and high GOC officials will be exempbed ‘*rcm such taske, ‘

v | - ’ ~end=-
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